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Harriet Martineau (1802-706) journalist and writer
was best known as a populariser of political econ-
omy though her career spanned many other aspects
of Victorian literary culture. The daughter of a
Unitarian cloth manufacturer, she shot to fame in
1832 as author of I/lustrations of Political Economy —
short stories showing how economic conditions
impacted on the lives of ordinary people. She vis-
ited America from 1834-36 and identified with the
anti-slavery cause, which she promoted in her work
for the rest of her life. She was also a strong advo-
cate of women’s rights.

She is regarded as the first significant British
woman sociologist, and wrote a lively and pro-
vocative Autobiography. Despite two extended
periods of ill-health, she remained as an influential
journalist writing for many publications including
the Daily News for which she wrote over 1600 arti-
cles.

James Martineau (1805-1900), philosopher and
theologian, is best remembered for his views on
religion based on reason and conscience. An au-
thor and Unitarian clergyman, he started his minis-
try in Dublin, 1828, and married Helen Higignson
in December, 1828. In 1832, he moved to Liver-
pool where he became highly respected. He joined
the staff of Manchester College in 1840, at the time
of its return to Manchester. James was involved
with Unitarian affairs nationally including the Dis-
senters’ Chapels Act, the opening of the universities
to dissenters without doctrinal tests, and the deci-
sion to remove Manchester College to London
(associated with UCL). He became Principal, 1869-
85, and president in 1887.

For further information see
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Aim of the society

To foster the collection, preservation, study and
publication of material relating to the Martineau
family of Norwich in the 19th century and the
principles of equality and freedom of con-
science advocated by Harriet Martineau and her

brother, Dr. James Martineau.

House where Harriet Martineau was born,

Gurney Ct, Magdalen Street, Norwich

Benefits of Membership

Members receive a biannual newsletter,
which offers résumés of papers and other
relevant Martineau materials. Members can
also attend Annual Meetings where semi-
nars and papers are presented. A Marti-
neau Trail is a feature of these gatherings,
involving visits to Martineau-related sites.
Members are drawn from all over the
world. Currently, the United Kingdom,
United States, Australia, Taiwan, Japan and

the Nordic countries are represented.

Gift Aid Declaration

I'am a UK tax-payer residing at the address
given opposite and would like my subscription
and/or other donations made to the Martineau
Society in my name to be regarded as Gift Aid
for the purpose of enabling the Society to re-
claim income tax. I further declare that I pay
sufficient income tax to meet the sum to be
reclaimed by the Society against my name from
HM Revenue and Customs.

Information/membership request

If you would like to join the society please complete
the form below, detach and return with your payment
to the Hon Treasurer/ Membership Secretary.
Opverseas payment should be a sterling banker’s draft.
Annual subscription rates
Institution £45
Individual £20

Concessionary (student/senior) £10

Life member (individual) £200

How did you learn of the Martineau Society?
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