The Martineau Society

Registered Charity No. 1064092

Minutes of the Fifteenth Annual General Meeting, 19 May 2009
The Martineau Society met at 2pm on Saturday 19 May 2009 in Birmingham City Library
There were 14 members present
1.
Apologies were received from:

Maureen Colquhoun, Valerie Doulton, Margaret Marks, Elisabeth Arbuckle, Deborah Logan, Barbara Todd, John Warren, Will Frank, Shu-Fang Lai, Will Frank 
2. 
Minutes of 14th AGM: 20 July 2008
The Minutes were approved.

3. 
Matters Arising not on the agenda

10.5 The Harriet Martineau plaque has been cleaned, and payment made (reported by Rod Voegeli and Rob Watts) 
10.6: James Martineau grave in Highgate, London. Following some discussion, it was agreed to take out a £150 ‘life’ membership to the Friends of Highgate Cemetery so that James’ grave would be looked after on a regular basis. ACTION RW  
4. 
Chairperson’s Remarks

The chairperson conveyed her thanks to the conference organisers: Ruth and Rob Watts, and Gaby Weiner. She said that the main achievement this year had undoubtedly been regarding the Harriet Martineau tombstone in Key Hill Cemetery.  This was a very important role for the Society in the sense that a place had been created where people could find out about the legacy of Harriet Martineau and the Martineau family generally.  

She also noted that this one-day AGM event had been a good idea as had Birmingham as a venue that most could get to relatively easily.  Valerie reminded those present that the main meeting of the Society for 2009 would be in Boston in July.  
She also informed the membership that she has decided to stand down as Chairperson for various personal and work-related reasons, but that this would not mean that she would stop attending meetings or coming to Society events.  She wished to thank everyone for their support, and the Society well for the future
Agreed: that thanks were due to Valerie Sanders for all her work as Chair on behalf of the Society. 
5. 
Annual Report
The Secretary circulated the annual report which summarised the main events of 2008, including the conference at Birmingham and the papers presented. 
Discussion concentrated on new amendments to the Charity Commission which stipulate that registered charities must indicate their public contribution.  It was suggested that next year’s report should include references to public benefit guidance which could be found on the appropriate website.
Agreed: to endorse the report and to convey thanks to Gaby Weiner for her work. A signed copy was to be passed on to the Treasurer. ACTION GW.

6. 
Treasurer’s Report

6.1: The statement of accounts for 2008 was circulated. 
The treasurer reported the following, that:

· the accounts were fairly straightforward this year  
· a new auditor had been appointed (payment of £25)
· the year had ended with an additional £2,000 in the account.  However, this surplus included the registration fees paid for the Boston conference, which would be eventually be used to cover organisational costs

· the necessary paperwork for CCLA had been completed with regard to the written advice.  
· subscriptions were down noticeably from last year, for example, Harris Manchester and the Octagon had not renewed. It was suggested that this might be due to the fact that institutions required invoices
6.2 It was suggested that the MS leaflet should be revised to include a tick box for gift aid with room for a signature ACTION GW
Agreed: to approve both the accounts and the Treasurer’s report, and to convey thanks to Rob Watts for all his work during the past year.

7. 
Newsletter Editor’s Report

7.1: No report had been received from the Deborah Logan, the current Newsletter Editor. Email correspondence had indicated that she had been too overworked to produce the newsletter this year, and also that she wished to resign from her post as editor. 
Agreed: to accept the Editor’s resignation and to thank her for her work for the newsletter and the Society generally. Valerie Sanders volunteered to ask Deborah for any copy that she had received for the newsletter, to check it and then to send it on to the new Newsletter Editor when appointed. Valerie stated that she was happy to carry on acting as ‘middleman’ in taking responsibility for printing at Hull. ACTION VS.
7.2 The Secretary also reminded the AGM of the points raised at the 2008 AGM, i.e. that
- the email contact details on the back page of the newsletter were inaccurate. ACTION GW will send correct details to new newsletter editor. 
- larger type would be preferable
- the subscription details on the front page should include lifetime membership. ACTION newsletter editor
It was emphasised that for many members, the newsletter is the main reason for their membership.  Therefore it was important that the next issue comes out as soon as possible and that the one after that should be based on the Boston meeting ACTION new Newsletter Editor
8. 
Election of Officers and Committee

The following Committee members were proposed and agreed:
8.1: Chairperson
Ruth Watts (nominated by Gaby Weiner, seconded Carol Chilton)
8.2: Treasurer/Membership Secretary
Robert Watts (general acclaim)

8.3: Secretary 
Gaby Weiner (general acclaim) 

8.4: Newsletter Editor
Bruce Chilton (nominated Rob Watts, seconded Valerie Sanders)
8.5: Other Committee members
Elisabeth Arbuckle, Barbara Todd, Shu-Fang Lai, Margaret Marks, and Alan Middleton plus Sophia H. As president (general acclaim)
8.6: Agreed to extend thanks to the outgoing Committee for the actions they take on the Society’s behalf.
8.7: Discussed: reducing the workload of the Secretary by creating the new officer post of Conference Link person.  
Agreed: that an advertisement for a Conference Link person would go into the next newsletter. ACTION GW & BC.

9. 
Other Matters

9.1: Harriet Martineau Sociological Society Meetings.

 The following report was received from Deborah Logan
’HMSS met last summer at Boston College; I was keynote speaker, talked about the HM/Empire book coming out with Ashgate. We did a bit of a trail and had papers and a formal dinner in Quincy Market. The group will probably not meet again for another year or two; the venue will likely be Chicago. Watch also for a new collection on HM from Manchester UP, edited by Cora Kaplan and Ella Dzelzainas. Please give everyone my regards; regrets for not attending and best wishes for a great AGM and Boston 
trail.’

9.2: Martineau Society Website
It was reported that servicing the website had again become problematic.  Criticisms of its ‘static’ nature had come from members including Stuart Hobday and it had become clear that the Society needs a separate website (away from HMC).  Valerie S. offered to explore whether Stuart Hobday was prepared to explore possibilities. Also, both David Hamilton and Bruce Chilton offered to follow up alternatives (deadline: end of June 2009). David agreed to collate information and circulate. The Committee would then be in a position to make a decision on what to do ACTION VS, DH, BC.
9.3: Publicity
It was agreed that this would be best served by improving the website.  The leaflet should be distributed more widely (Ruth and Valerie agreed to take this on). A major revision to the leaflet should be scheduled for next year as the creation of the HM Memorial would be likely to generate substantial publicity.  Ruth offered to try to stimulate local interest.  It was also suggested that it might be useful to have a Society officer with specific responsibility for publicity ACTION VS, RW
9.4 Membership: 
As noted in the Chairperson’s and Treasurer’s reports, membership is similar to 2006-7.  Enquiries continue to be received, often via the website, and several new members have been recruited. 

9.5 Future events of the Martineau Society
Noted: the next meeting of the Society was due to take place between 15 and 19 July 2009 in Boston, USA (organiser Prof Will Frank).  
9.5.1: AGM 2010
Agreed: 
- Ambleside in July 2010, date to be confirmed (organiser Barbara Todd)
9.5.2. AGM 2011
Agreed: 
- Oxford (St Hilda’s, organisers Alan Middleton & Sophia Hankinson)
10. Any Other Business

10.1: Memorial to Harriet Martineau, Key Hill Cemetery
Following a presentation about Key Hill Cemetery by Richard Empson  (at least) 5 alternatives were identified: 
1. install reassembled slab; 
2. install reassembled slab on raised concrete base, 
3. replacement of original slab by new one (and re-burying original slab): 
4. install reassembled slab or reassembled slab on raised concrete base together with a plaque with biographical information; 
5. fill in letters and cracks and install fibre glass replica (and store original)
Agreed: that Martineau family members would consult and would contact Ruth with their preference (by the end of July 2009). Ruth to communicate their preference to the Committee which would then make appropriate arrangements
10.2 Other Martineau grave, Key Hill Cemetery
After some discussion, it was agreed to ask Key Hill Cemetery to clarify options ACTION GW
Agreed: to delay decision until 2010
10.3 Bursaries
Agreed: to offer bursaries to (undergraduate or post graduate) students who are interested in giving a paper at a MS meeting.  This would involve waiving the registration fee plus a contribution to travel costs of up to £80 for the maximum of three students at each meeting.  The bursary scheme will be publicised across HE institutions by committee members ACTION Committee
10.4 HMC Library Gallery Building Project 
Agreed: to donate £50 ACTION RW
10.5

Congratulations were offered to Alan and Janet Middleton on the occasion of their diamond (60th) wedding anniversary (25th June 2009)
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